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Tes . not "FT! ty , but 8 
WT POWs unto the Lord Hy A 


The whole Verſe runs thus, 


* Again Je Ws heard, that it bath bie ſeid 1 


by them or, to them] of old time, Thon 


| ſhalt not forſwear thy ſelf, but ſoalt Per- 9 
as unto the Lord Ne Orbe. 1 


d HEs E Words of « our Bleſſed 1 | 


Sal our, have always been thought to 


way to thoſe in the 20th of Exod. 
r. 7. Thou ſbalt not take the Nane 


— to thoſe in Levit. xix. 12. Te ſhall. 
wm; e y my Name falſly , neither ſhale thou 
FL fane the Name of thy God; I am the Lord. 


of the Lord thy God in vain; and ; 


hev are not indeed to be found in ſo man 


Words, in either of theſe Places; but the Senſe 
of the one and the other is the ſame, which was 
all that our Saviour was concern d in. 


„ 


6 The Great W Wickedne 5 of Peryury, 


For it is very well known to all that are ac- 
"_ with the Hebrew Idiom, that by the 
Nane of the Lord, in Scripture, is meant the Lor 
himſelf ; and that to take or lift up his Name, is 

to Swear by him, It being one of the Ceremo- 


ies then us d in SN to lift up the Hand to 
Heaven; as it is now with us, to lay the Hand 


on the Goſp el, and to kiſs. the Book. Thus 


Abraham exprottath the manner of an Oath, Gen, | 
3 xiv. 22. ] have lift up my Hand to the moſt Hig h | i 
S6God. And thus God, W to the Man- 
ner of Men, expreſſeth himſelf, Deut. xxxii. 40. 


I lift up my Hand to Heaven, and ſa ſay, that is, 
Swear, I hve for ever. And this Memory is 


fe defign'd to make an Oath more deliberate and : 


ſolemn; and that makes it more ſcandalous for 
any one to Drean It; iff" - 


Now, if to take God's | News, be to ung then 5 
10 take God's Name i in vain, is to Swear fab, a as 


apply the Name. of God to a Falſhood, to call 


him to be Witneſs to a Lye. For ſo the Word 


_ Shaveh in the Original, which i in the Third (on- 


mandment is rendred Vain, in other Places af 


| 7 well in this Senſe; becauſe, As the Learned Biſbop —_ 


Scripture is rendred 4 Lye. And they agree very 


Sanderſon, a Great Maſter in theſe Caſes, has 
| rightly obſerv'd, the Word Vanum or Vanitas, $7 27 
 - does properly and adequately comprehend cnn 
thing that is by any means Falſe *. So we call 


that Hope which deceives us, and comes to no- = 


” thing,” a 2 Falte, Vein n Hope 


— . £476 lie 


— og Sander de Tram. Obs rel. 124 $8. 7. 


An! 


ant f the preſent Rebellion, 3 


And in like manner, he that promiſes in Gods 
Nane, what he at firſt never intended to perform, 
not takes any Care afterwards to do; he direct 
I, and in the letter, takes God's Name in vain I 
his Promiſe is nothing but a Lye, and he thereby h 
flalſiſies his Oath, violates the aan of el, 
deceives him who rely d upon him, and i is guilty — 


of the Sin of Perjury. 


renders, in theſe Words o 


© L To new you * 9 does conſiſt . 


or what it is 40 TOrJWear « one's ſelf. 


I To ew you the Great Wickednel of Ha 


Sin. 


T Il To make an 81 buleble to the Pw 


preſent Time and vention. 


-k The Firſt Thing 1. am to 3 is, to ſhew + you 
does conſiſt, or what it is to w_— : 
Now that, in ſhort, is this, It 


wherein Perjury 
free one's elf, 4 


| 'is to confirm a Lye or Falſhood with an Oath. my 
For ſo the Famed Biſhop Sanderſon defines it ; 


P erjurium, Hays be, of mendaciumn Juramento . 
> atum. 


From the Words thus explain it appears, 
| that our Saviour would have us underſtand tho. 

be the Intention of the Third Commandment, to 
forbid the Sin of Perjury ; which he therefore 

| : A bl my Text, 7hou ſhalt 

þ mot forſwear thy ſe alt per orm unto the SO, 

= | 771 thine on 7 Jo 1 

| So that it ſhall be my Buſineſs: at this time o 1 

„ do theſe Three Things, „ 


1 2 2 *——— —̃ — r > q g m_— o nd ages | AH — i * 
% 


. ͤKkk 


— 
— 
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8 The Great N ide, 5 . Pakiry, 
matum. For the better underſtanding the Nature 


of which, it will be neceſſary for us a little to. 3 


conſider the Nature of an Oath. 


Now, an Oath is a Religious Afton, whereby 
re call God as a Witneſs to the Truth of what we 
Arm, or to the Sincerity of our Intentions of what 

we Promiſe thereby. And becauſe, whoever calls 
Oo as a Witneſs to any thing, does moſt ſtrictly D 
and ſolemnly oblige himſelf to anſwer before God 
for the Truth of what he does Affirm or Pro- 
miſe; hence it comes to paſs, that he does alſo, by 
the fame Action, refer himſelf to his juſt: Judg- by 
ment, who is the Patron and Protector of all = 
Right, and engage him to be the Avenger of his 
PFoalſhood, in caſe he ſhould affirm that to be 

# . _Zrom, which i is not ſo, or ſhould not faithfully | 

3 perform what he has promiſed. This is what all F 

Perſons, who conſider EDIT; of Things, do we 

3 derſtand by an Oath. N 

UNMence we ſee that an Oath is 7 wo-fold A erte 1 

. Promiſſory. The former relates to a Matter of 
FTlasct that is paſt or preſent. The latter always 
to ſomething that is future and to come. 
if I Afiirm or Deny ſuch or ſuch a Thing was 
RE done, or is ſo and fo, and do confirm this rn | 
pk mine with an Oath, This is calld an Aﬀer- = 


Now 


tory Oath. 


| Tet oy Hh a ifir be | 2 
made directly and immediately to God, it is then 


allied a Vow ; * to Man, it is then called a pr- | 


 miſjory Oath. 


Now if, in the firſt Caſe, I rm any WW 
5 with an Oath to be true, which 1 know is not ſo; | 
x or 


VVV | 


© _ » dnd of the preſent Rebellion. 9g 
or to have been done, which I know was not 
done, or am doubtful whether it were ſo or no; 
this is calling God to be a Witneſs to a Lye, 
J * 
In like manner, if I promſe any thing with an 
Oath to any Man, which, at the time of my ma- 
king that Promiſe, I have no real Purpoſe of ma- 
king good, or elſe take it in a Senſe different 
from that which I knew he to whom I make the 
_ Promiſe underſtands it, this is Perjury ; becauſe 
Oaths being made to aſſure the Perſons to whom 
they are made, they muſt be taken in their Senſe, 


or elſe it is a deceiving of them. Nay, if I were 


| never fo fincere at the taking of the Oath, if af- 
| terwards I do not perform it, I am certainly per- 


jured. . 


| © I come now, in the Second place, to ſhew yo'ũũmnm 
ze great Wickedneſs of this Sin. Now this ap- 


Pears many ways. As, 


Firſt, It is contrary to an expreſs Command of 
God, Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy © 


God in vain, one of the Ten Precepts of the Moral 
Law, which the People were not admitted to 
hear till they had been ſanctified three Days, 


Exod. xix. 10, 11. which God himſelf publiſhed = 


from Mount Sinai, with Thunders and Light- 
nings, and the Voice of a Trumpet, ſo very 


loud, that all the People who heard and faw : | 
| them were exceedingly afraid, and trembled. 
I And what was all this Scene of Terror for, but 


| that they might be made more ſenſible of that 
| Majeſty which ſpake to them? And that not only 


I they, but all others who ſhould ever hear of it 


10 TheGreatWickedneſs of Perjury, 
afterwards, might have a greater Reverence for 
his Law, and might be afraid ever to offend 
againſt it as long as they lived? 
Secondly, It is one of the higheſt Affronts to 
God, and is therefore a very grievous Sin; it is 


a calling the great and holy God to be a Witneſs || 
to a Lye; whereby we muſt mean one of theſe 


two things, either that we do not believe that 
he knows whether we ſay true or no, which 

is to deny his Omniſcience, and ſo to make him no 

| God at all, or elſe that we do ſuppoſe him wil 

ling to countenance our Lyes, and to be a Parta- 
ter with 1s in them; which is, as much as we 

can, to make him like the Devil himſelf, who is 


2 Liar, and the Father of it, St. ohn 8. 44. 


Thirdh, It is one of the greateſt Aggravations 
ofa Sin, that it is not raſhly committed, but with 


| Deliberation; and herein to ſwear falſely, exceeds | 
the Guilt of common Swearing, which, tho that 


be a very great Fault, as it is a fign of a very 


profane Heart, and does lead to this of Perjury, 


and does expoſe thoſe who are guilty of it to the 
Judgments of God, yet this is {till worſe, that it 
is all this and more in a higher degree, that it 


has not Raſhneſs and Suddenneſs for its Excuſe, | 
as common Swearing has, it being committed af- | 
ter Time given to conſider of it, as in all promif- 


ſory Oaths, and in Defiance of a Man's own 


1 Conſcience ſtaring him in the Face at the fame 
time, and aſſuring him of the Wickedneſs of it; 
for God has planted in the natural Conſciences || 


of Men a fecret Dread of Perjury, above moſt 


Furth, 


and of the preſent Rebellion. 1 

. Fourthly, It is a Sin not only againſt the Firſt 
Table, but againſt the Second alſo; for it is a 
Wrong not only to every particular Man who 
ſuffers by it, but, as a late learned Prelate ex- 


cellently expreſſes it, it is Treaſon againſt Human 


Society, ſubverting at once the Foundations of all 
public Peace and Fuſtice, and the private Secu- 

rity of every Man's Life and Fortune, The Wif- 

dom of Man could never invent any thing better 

for the Deciſion of all doubtful Matters, nor for 

the Security of Publick Faith, than a ſolemn Ap- 

pealing to God by Oaths, who is the Searcher of 

| Hearts, and the Avenger of Falſhood. If this 

will not lay any Obligation upon Men's Confci- 

| ences, nothing elſe in the World can; and there 


_ fore that which defeats ſo important a Deſign, as . 


= Perjury does, ought to be abhorr'd by every Man, = 


and eſpecially to be puniſh'd by all Magiſtrates, = 


with the utmoſt Severity, as the moſt wicked and 


pernicious Thing to Human Society, which they 0 


are the Guardians of. 


Fifthly, Perjury is a Sin, which God himſelf 


has threatn'd to Puniſh moſt Severely ; which is 


Jan Argument of the very heinous Guilt of it in 


Ibis Sight. He has annex'd a ſevere Threatning, 


in the Third Commandment to whoſoever ſhould be 
- guilty of this Sin, For the Lord will not hold him 


 Guiltleſs that taketh his Name in vain, that is, ; 


5 he will ſeverely Puniſh him. Now there is no 


; | other Commandment to which there is added any 


Ihreatning, but This and the Second, which may 


| very well be ſuppos d is done, to intimate to us, 


| that next to Idolatry and the Worſhip of a Falſe God, 
E = ER Per jury 


f 
' 
, 
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Perjury is one of the greateſt Aﬀronts that can be 
offer to the Divine Majeſty. 


And accordingly no other Sin has brought down 


ſwifter and greater Judgments from God, upon 
the Committers of it, than this has done; to the | 
Deſtruction of ſingle Perſons, and the rooting out 
of whole Families, nay, to the Puniſhment even of 
whole Nations ; for as the Prophet tells us, be- 
cauſe of Swearing, that is, Falſe-ſwearing, the _ 
Land mourns, Jerem. xxiii. 10. And all Mankind 
agree in their Sentiments of this Thing, that it is 
but juſt that God ſhould ſeverely. Punih i ir, 0 
| lin by their Denunciations, and conſtant Ex- 
pbedctations of ſome heavy Judgment of God pon : 
5 ther who are Guilty of it. 


If therefore, we have any Concern for the Ho- ; 


| Hour of God, who has forbidden i it, and is highly 
__ affrontedbyit; any Deteſtation of ſuch as can Sin 
deliberately, 10 defiance of what is ſuggeſted to 
them by their own Conſciences; any Concern for 
the Security of every Private Man's Right and 
Property, and the Welfare of Human Society; | 
any Dread of the Vengeance of God, both in this b 
Worlq, and in the next z we are all concern'd to 
abhor and fly from the Guilt of it our ſelves, and 
to Diſcountenance it in others, all we can, which 7 
" > M pray God we may ever do. = 
I come now to the laſt Thing 1 propos d, viz. | 
1 9 5 To make an Application ſuitable to the preſent | 
| Time and Seaſon; and herein I intend to be very | 
plain. For indeed it is high time for us the Mi- 
niſters of God to be ſo, when a wicked and un- 
natural * 18 begun, when the of 


our 


and of the preſent Rebellion, 13 


our God, our King, our Religion, our Laws, our 


Liberties, and the Right of every ſingle Man is 
concern d. It is high time, I ſay, for us now 10 
cry aloud, and ſpare not, to ſhew the People their 


Sins, and thoſe who are concern'd in it, who dare 
openly commend it, or ſecretly with well to it, ore 
who do not openly declare their abhorrence of it, 
to ſhew ſuch Perſons whoſoever they are, their 


Tranſgreſſion. For the Treachery is now open 


|} andviſible to all, ſince the Alarm of War, the : 


_ worſt of Wars, a Civil War, the Trumpet of Re- 
bellion is ſounded in the Nation; a Rebellion, the 
blackeſt that ever was in any Nation, as I do not 
doubt fully to make out to you. And therefore 1 


] beg of you to hear me patiently, till I have con- 
| fider'd theſe Three Circumſtances in it, Firſt, the 
orrible Perjury of it; Secondly, the Perſon a- 


for which it is raisd. 


gainſt whom it is raisd 5 and Thirdly, the End 


And Firſt, I ſhall conſider the horrible Perjury 


of it. Now that this may appear more fully to 
| you, give me leave to make ſome Remarks to you 


on the Oath of Abjuration, which has been taken 
| by all Perſons in Place and Authority. The Te- 


| * I, ſucha One, do truly and ſincerely Acknow- 


| © ledge, Profeſs, Teſtify and Declare in my Con- | 

| © ſcience, before God and the World, that burt 
| © Sovereign Lord King GEORGE, is Lawful 
| © and Rightſul King of this Realm, and of all 


* other His Majeſty's Dominions and Countries 
e thereunto belonging. And I do ſolemnlyu 50 | 
VVV „ 7 


* — 
— 


; 
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14 The Great Wickedneſs of Pet jury, 
 *  {incerely Declare, that I do believe in my Con- 
t 4 ſcjence, that the Perſon pretended to be the 
! 4 Prince of Wales, during the Life of the late 
| * King James, and ſince his Deceaſe pretending 
4. to be, and taking upon. himſelf the Stile and 
Title of King of England, by the Name of 
FJanes the Third, and of Scotland, by the Name 
of Janes the Eighth, hath not any Right and 
Title whatſoever to the Crown of this Realm, 
© or any other the Dominions thereunto belong- 
ing. And Ido Renounce, Refuſe, and Abjure 
it any Allegiance or Obedience to him. Andi 
© do Swear that J will bear Faith and true Alle- 
© giance to His Majeſty King GEORGE, and 
him will defend, to the utmoſt of my Power, 
* apainſt all Traiterous Conſpiracies and At- 
| © tempts whatſoever, which ſhall be made againſt 
C his Perſon, Crown and Dignity. And I will do 
my beſt Endeavour to diſcloſe and make known 
bj to His Majeſty and his Succeſſors, all Treafons |} 
D and Traiterous Conſpiracies, which I ſhall know 
"8 A to be againſt him or any of them. And I do 
I  * faithfully Promiſe, to the utmoſt of my Power, 
=— to ſupport, maintain, and defend the Limita- | 
'" © tion and Succeſſion of the Crown againſt him 
| © the faid James, and all other Perſons whatſo- 
Ul. ever; which Succeſhon, by an AR, intituled, 


Wil « An Act for the further Limitation of the Crown, | 
© and better ſecuring the 1 and Liberties of || 
| fe Subject, is and ſtands Limited to the Prin- 


4 ceſs Sophia Electoreſs and Dutcheſs Dowager of | 
© *# Hanover, and the Heirs of her Body being Pro- 
tdtdeſtants. And all theſe Things I do plainly ag 


and of the preſent Rebellion. 15 
c fincerely Acknowledge and Swear, according to 
| *© theſeexprefs Words by me ſpoken, and according 
< to the plain and common Senſe and Underſtand- 
ing of the fame Words, without any Equivoca- 
„ tion, mental Evaſion, or ſecret Reſervation 
| © whatſoever. And I do make this Recognition, 
| © Acknowledgment, Abjuration, Renunciation and 
E Promiſe, heartily, willingly, and truly, upon 
„ the true Faith of a Chriſtian, So help Roe 


This is the Oath, with Allowance only fer 
ſome very ſmall Alterations of a Name, or fo, as 
it was in King William's and Queen Ann's Reigns, 
and is now in the Reign of his preſent Majeſty 
King George, whom God long preſerve. Of this 
give me leave to remark to you ſome few things. 
Firſt, This is the Oath, which has been taken 
| by all the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and the 
Commons in Parliament aſſembled, and repeated 
by them at the ſeveral Parliaments ever fince the 
firſt wherein it was made, by all the Magiſtrates 
| thro' the whole Kingdom, by all the Clergy, by 
all Perſons in any Place Eccleſiaſtical, Civil or 
Military, and has been very often repeated by 
5 RRC Eicfc..ccci 
| Secondly, It is in the plaineſt Words that it is | 
| poſſible for the Wit of Man to contrive, that there 
| - might be no room for Evaſion or Miſunderſtand- = = 
= Thirdly , I 1s to be taken ſolemnly , beforea a 
| Magiſtrate, upon the Seat of Juſtice ; not haſtily, 
| but deliberately, ſometimes after ſeveral Days, ang 


16 The Great Wickedneſs of Perjury, 
perhaps Weeks, to conſider well of it beforehand 1 
and, which is of the greateſt Moment of all, fot 
the moſt part, after the ſame Perſons having firſt 

tanken the moſt holy and bleſſed Sacrament of the 

Body and Blood of Chriſt, and this too by way 

of Preparation for this Oath ; ſo that it is in a Y 
manner an Oath upon the Sacrament, and, for | 
[| -  _ greater Strength, contrn'd byte 
And yet this is the Oath, with theſe aggra- _ 
vating Circumſtances, which ſome Perſons aQu- 
ally engag'd in this Rebellion, have taken o- 
ver and over again; and of which, others that 
have taken it ſhew no Abhorrence, but are angry 
with them that do; and as for themſelves, ſay not 
one hard Word of it, but are as calm and eaſy 
Ander the Alarms of it, as if they waited for a 
convenient Opportunity, notwithſtanding all their 
repeated Oaths and Sacraments, to declare for it. 
\  Prodigious Perjury ! What, declare in their 
Conſcience before God and the World that their 
| Sovereign Lord King GEORGE is Lawful and 
#Righitful Ring of this Realm, and all his Domini- 
ons thereunto belonging, and yet enter into a 
1 Rebellion to dethrone him? What, believe in 
| their Conſcience that the Perſon pretending to be 
the Prince of Wales, during the Life of the late 
\ King Janes, and now aſſuming the Title of King 
| of England, by the Name of James the Third, hath 
no Right or Title to the Crown of this Realm, and 
tits Domimons? What, renounce, refuſe and abjure 
all Allegiance and Obedience to him, and yet take 
| up Arms to fix that very Perſon in the Throne 
whom they have thus renounc'd, refus'd and al- 


Andi of the preſem Rebellion. 17 
jur d? What, ſwear to defend King GEO RGE, 
to the utmoſt of their Power, againſt all traiter- 


ous Conſpiracies and Attempts whatſoever , againſt 
his Perſon, Crown and Dignity; nay, to diſcloſe all 


Treaſons and traiterous Conſpiracies againſt him 


and his Succeſſors ; to ſupport, maintain and de- "2 
fend the Succeſſion of the Crown, againſt the ſaid 


Janes, in the Hanover Family, being Proteſtants, 
and yet be in a Confederacy to murder him and his 
whole Family? What, ſwear all this in the plain- 
eſt and moſt common Senſe of the Words, with- - 


| out any Equivocation , mental Evaſion , or ſecret 


| Reſervation, heartily, willingly, and truly, upon the 


true Faith of a Chriſtian, as God ſhall help them, 
that is, as they deſire God to be propitious to 


them, and to bleſs them and theirs, if they ay 


true, or puniſh them, and take Vengeance on them, 


if they lay falſe, and yet mean not one Word of ß 
it when they thus declare, or think it no Harm 


_ afterwards to break it, or can take Pleaſure in 


them that do fo, ſecretly abetting and encourag- 
ing them, and wiſhing them Succeſs? Nay, what, 


can Proteſtants of the Church of England do all 
this 2 Perſons that have gloried in it, as the diſtin- 
guiſbing Character of the Church of England, that 


| the was for Paſſive Obedience and Non-Refiftance = 
in the worſt of Times, and that ſhe does condemn © | 
all Rebellion againſt Princes? What, can Prote= _ 


| Rants, I ſay, do all this, after repeated Oaths and Z 
\ Sacraments to the contrary > What, could even 


| 5 f ſify 7 to break Oaths * Treaties at their Pl ea- 


— 


high Truſt wit 
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ſure, have done more ? What ſhall we ſay to theſe 


Things, to this abominable Prevarication with 
God and Man? What crying Sins muſt this Na- 
tion have been guilty of, nay, what muſt it not 
have been guilty of, that God ſhould have given 
us over to ſuch Infatuation 2 What Judgments 
may we not expect to be poured down upon us, 
for ſuch vile Affronts to God, and all ay is 
Sacred? 
Olet us all heartily repent 911 turn to God; . 
and bewail our National Sins, eſpecially this hor- 
rid Sin of Perjury, for which the Land now mourns! = 
Let thoſe that have not been guilty of it, ever ab- 
| Hor it, and fly from it, for it is an accurſed thing. 
And let thoſe who have been guilty of it. or have 
taken Pleaſure in thoſe that were, (for the Guilt 
is the fame in the Sight of God) let them, I ſay, 
cry mightily unto God for the Pardon of it. I do 
pity them with all my Soul, for they are to be 
ü pitied, and I will never ceaſe: to pray for them. 
Nay, let us all pray, and eſpecially let the Prieſts, 
the Minifters of the Lord, weep between the Porch 
and the Altar, and for. Spare thy People, O Lord, 
and Jay not this Sin, this horrid: Sin of Perjury, ; 
to the Charge of this Nation, nor let it ever. be 
required of us, or our Poſterity. r 


Secondly, Another Aggravation of this Rebellion, 


is, the Conſideration of the Perſon againſt — 4 
it; is raiſed. One, who having been a Sovereign 
he Prince for many Years already, has diſcharg'd that 
Il | Cuch eminent Wiſdom and. Juſt ice, 
- as "have Gefervedly * him a great Na me 


Abro ad, 
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Abroad, and caus'd him to be reckon d amongſt 


the beſt of Princes. One who ever had the moſt 
willing, chearful and conſtant Obedience paid 


him from a loyal and grateful People, who ſo 


very well knew their own Happineſs, that it was 

the greateſt Grief to them imaginable to part 
with ſo merciful, ſo juſt, ſo wiſe and good a Prince, 

ſo mdulgent a Parent of his Country, and fo gra- 
cious a Protector and Defender of all their juſt 


Rights and Privileges. One whom all Orders and 


Degrees of Men amongſt us have acknowledged to 
be their Lawful and Rightful Sovereign. One, 
who as he did at his Coronation promſe that he 
would, to the uttermoſt of his Power, maintain the | 
| Laws of God, the true F 7 % the Goſpel, , 
and the Proteſtant Religion eftabliſÞ'd by Law; fo | 


is there not any one of his Enemies can charge 


him with the Breach of this his ſacred Promiſe tn 
any part of it. One who lives in the conſtant 
Communion of the Church of England, which 


he has by his Oath and repeated Royal Word 
promis d to protect. One who did with the ut? 
moſt Readineſs recommend to his Parliament the 


making an ample Proviſion for the Miniſters of 1 


the Fifty new Churches in and about London. 
And have not the Archbiſhop, and Biſhops, and 


Presbyters, both the Houſes of Convocation, who © 
may be preſumed to be the beſt Judges of what is 


moſt for the Honour and Security of the Church 
of England, have not they, I ſay, in a very du- 


| tiful Addreſs expreſs'd their moſt hearty Thanks 


to his Majeſty for this his Grace and Favour to 


and to join in 
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the Church, and their entire Confidence in him 


for its Support and Proſperity under his moſt. 


gracious Reign? Has he not likewiſe made a no- 
ble Preſent of a very large and choice Library 
to one of the Univerſities, at a very great Charge, 
for the Encouragement and Advancement of 


Learning, and as a Pledge of what he will do 
more hereafter, and this at a time when an un- 


: natural Rebellion has increas'd his Expences ? 
One who has never ſnewn the leaſt Inclination 
to invade the Rights and Liberties of his People. 
One, who if he has alter'd the Miniſtry of the 

_ laſt Reign, was there not a Cauſe 2 And beſides, 
have not all the beſt Kings and Princes ever 
thought it their Right to chuſe their own Mi- 
niſters and Servants at their Pleaſure? And does 


not every private Gentleman do the ſame? Laſt- 
ly, One whom God has bleſsd with 4 numerous 


and hopeful Iſſue, to be the Pledges of our future 
Security in all this Happineſs, when he ſhall be 


God who gave him to us. 


received into Heaven, and be rewarded by that 


| And ſhall we be then fo Vile and Ungrateful, 


asto 8 this ineſtimable Bleſſing from us, | 


Family, and to deſtroy their Brethren, his Faith- 


ful Subjects? God forbid that we ſhould do this} 
great Wickedneſs, and ſin againſt the Lord, and his 
- Anointed ; againſt the Lord, who has expreſs d 
ſo many gracious Providences to him and us, in 


bring⸗ 


ebellion with thoſe who are in a4 
wicked Confederacy to Det hrone this moſt Excel- 
lent of Princes, nay even to Murt her him and his 


_ and of the preſent Rebellion. 2 1 


bringing him to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms; 
and againſt his Anointed, who has deſerv'd from 
us * Returns of Obedience and Grati- 
Thirdly and Laſtiy, To compleat the unparalletd 
Wickedneſs of this Rebellion, let us conſider Aa 
little the End for which it is rais d. And that is, 
not to defend and vindicate the Rights and Liber- 

ties of the People, which have been Invaded; 

I his is not fo much as pretended : Not to ſecure 
the Proteſtant Religion from Ruin. For is not 
that, certainly, more ſafe under a Proteſtant Prince, 

than it can bs 

theſe, but in plain Terms, to ſet a Popiſh Preten- . 

der upon the Throne of theſe Realms; One, who 
has been taught by the Directors of his Conſci- !:! 
ence, the Romiſh Prieſts and Jeſuits, that ta de- 
ſtroy Hereticks, as they call us Proteſtants, is a Mat. 
ter of Merit, it is to do God and his Church good 
Service. One, who was brought up under a Prince 
who was perfectly skill'd in the Arts of Arbitrary 
Power, Cruelty, and Tyranny ; and One, to fay 
no more, who, if God for our Sins ſhould ſuffer 
him to come, will come inflam d with the utmoſt 
, /d ET | 
And ſhall we then be ſo ſtupid and infatuated, 
as to endeavour with our own Hands to daſh in 
. pieces the Security of our Religion, Laws and Li- 
berties, by calling in a Papiſt to the Throne, a- 

\  gainſt which our Parliaments, however they might 
differ in other Things, agreed that it was their 
Duty and their Intereſt to make the ſtrongeſt Pro 


under a Papiſt ? It is neither of 


viſion, | 


— 
—_— 


> Mee nie ee, 


viſion, that the Wit of Mah oould invent? Shall 
we be fo Wicked, as to aim at a Change, which 
will bring in a long Train of Popiſb Princes along 


with it, to the utter Extirpation of the Proteſtant 


Name and Intereſt in theſe Kingdoms, and for ought 
we know in the whole World beſides; fince Eu- 
_ 323 been look d upon abroad, as the 
Bul warb of the 5 
ſuch Madmen, as to join with Evil-minded Men 
to bring in Popery, which all of us did think, not 
many Years ſince, to be one of the greateſt Judg- 
ments God could ſend upon us, as undoubtedly it 
is ; and when it was making its haſty Approaches 
towards a Settlement amongſt us, did with our 
1 0 and Tears beſeech God to avert it from us, 
an 


Proteſtant Cauſe? Shall we be 


did greatly Rejoyce; and appear heartily Thank- 


ful to God, for ſending his Late Majeſty King 
WILLIAM of Glorious Memory, to deliver 
us from the Dangers wherewith we were en- 
And what is all this for, put only out of pure Re- 
venge, becauſe ſome of their Friends are not in the 
__ Miniſtry? In the greateſt Places of Honour and Pro- 
fit? But for God's and our Country's ſake, nay for 
our own Souls fake alſo, let us not, my Brethren, be 
ſo Wicked, as to join with ſuch Perſons in ſo exe- 
 crableand fo unchriſtian a Deſign, or even nds. 5 
to wiſh Succeſs to it; for Rebellion is a Damnable 


Sin, and tis too much to be willing to wreck our _ 


Revenge upon others, at the hazard of our own. 
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Nay, they can get nothing by it in this 
World; but may loſe all that is dear, or ought 
to be ſo to every Good Man, their Religion and 
Liberty. For, for any one to think, that 2 Papiſt, 
if he be once ſetled on the Throne, will not uſe 
his utmoſt Endeavour to eftabhjb. 1 

us, is Folly in the higheſt degree. There cannot 
be any one Inſtance given, where it has not been 

done. We of this Nation have had ſufficient Rea- 

ſon to ſee the Folly of ſuch a Preſumption, in the 
Behaviour of a late Prince of that Communion. 

What fair Promiſes of Security in our Religion 
did not he make before, and at his commg to the 
Throne? And how eaſily did he break them all af- 
terwards? And we know what the Conſequence = 

of Popery is, where it can prevail over Proteſtants, © 
Tyranny over the Mind and Conſcience z and if they 
will not Renounce their Religion, Slavery, and 
Fire, and Sword for the Body. Which therefore! 


* heartily Pray, God may never permit to return 
WR 
And thus have I very plainly endeavour'd to 
lay before you the great, Wickedneſs of this pre- 
ſent REBELLION. 1 have thought it my 
Duty, as a Clergyman, and as commanded by 

my Superiors, fo to do. If what I have ſaid, ſhall 

have the happy Effect to deter us all from being 
concern'd in it, or thinking well of thoſe that are, 

as I heartily pray God it may, I ſhall be glad. If AF 

not, I have clear'd my own Conſcience, in giving 7 


| you Warning of the Danger of it. 


1 long unto our Peace, before they are hid from our 


t,ze Father and oly Spi rit, he all Glory, and 
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Tpray God we may all ſee the Things that be- 


Eyes; and that he would encline our Hearts ſin- 
_ cerely to follow them; that laying aſide all Faction 
and Diſcord, we may be united to him in true 
Love and Holineſs, and in fervent Charity one 
/ ft 7 4 


' Which God, of bis infinite Mercy, grant, for the 
fake of Feſus Chriſt our Lord; To whom, with 


11615 Honour and P raiſe, both now and for evermore. 
5 Amen. e 


